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present stage of its progress, entertains ard cherishes con- 
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flicting hypotheses. W ithout naming all of either class that 


| are relevant to my purpose, the gist of their spiritual bearing 


The Scientist Publishing Company, 18 Exchange St., Boston, is best discovered by considering in the light of physical sci- 
ence 
1. The molecular consistence and consecutive transmuta 


tions of matter. 
2. The supersensuous origin of force,its phenomenal transi 


tions and its ultramundane persistence ; 


EVERY THURSDAY 


E GERRY BROWN, EDITOR. 


Back Numbers of the Scientist can be furnished _, : à 
poss also in the penumbfa of physical science : — 
3. The rationale of gravitation ; 
Written for the Spiritual Scientist 4. The issues of radiation. 


There are tertile themes, the exhaustive treatment of which 
would require as many sizable volumes. This brief chapter 
will contain but a skeleton of their import. 

Modern science has not outgrown the ancient theory of 
atoms, nor will it ever be discarded. The molecular consist 

| ence of matter is merely inferential ; for, with all our optic 
classification of its phenomena. All nominally distinct sci- | aids, it is visually undiscoverable ; yet no materialist doubts 
ences are conmitted to this one work, wherein the unique | of its reality. The only question touching it, concerns the 
utility of each culminates by coincidence with that of all. | shape of atoms and of swkaż they consist. Indivisible by as- 
And this, as I have said, though altogether discrete from that | sumption, they were formerly supposed to be very solid—how 
of Philosophy, is co-ordinate with it as its logical antecedent. | else should they never wear out?—but the latter doctrine of 
The labors ef physical scientists “are therefore glorious, less | force displaces that conceit with the conception of an incom- 
in themselves than as constituents of universal intelligence. | pressible fluid; and for this idea Science is indebted to Aight on 
Their achievements to this end are inestimable. But one of | another subject, to bë adverted to directly. The molecule is 
these embraces all the rest; the discovery that the Universe | an infinitesimal nodule of force ; and this is all that is scienti- 
not a fixed and completed structure—a finality Jer se,—but | ally preticable of its quiddity. As the ultimate constituent 
system of mean$ to an end; that existence is 4 Process, as | of matter, it is demonstrably imperishable, as well as inert 
epresented by the doctrine of Evolution, The end of this | fer se, and susceptible of countless combinations having dis- 
process, so far as scientially discerned, is the development of | tinctive phases ot sensational aspect, every example of which 
human nature—Afan as Ae is, with a bent of progress. But) is more or less transitory. Then, in every interim of the 
no scientist ean forbear to query whether or not this manifest | transmutation of bodies, we are liable to lose sight of matter 
end of evolution is mere lasting than the physical agencies of | in which predicament we are deprived of such data of receg- 
its development and sustenance. The human mind is wistfully | nition as alone can certify the molecular identity of its van- 
inquisitive as to the sequel of its defeated struggie for exist- | ishing and reappearing forms. Moreover, the cosmical order 
ence here,fraught as it is with aims and aspirations and hopes | of its transformations is. manifestly consecutive, that of an 
which cke beyond the sublunary. Whether the mundane sys- | ascending scale, from nebulous to mineral, and thence to 
tem,with genus homo for its climax, represents the whole pro- | vegetal and animal, indicating their subordination to a law of 
cess of existence terminating with personal death and finally | progress the goal of whose trend outreaches the kea 
with extinction of the race amid the wreck of matterand crash | of physical seience. Under all this metamorphic play of 
of worlds,as scientistic speculation forebodes; or whether the | physical phenomena couches the implication that matter is 
finale of Evolution is super-mundane, affording shelter for its | merely proxially related to the process of Existence, as 
surviving persenal products who perforee give up the body, | placentaof Nature's maternal function, and that its 
instead of body's giving up the ghost: whether this or that, | teristics of instability are but the phases of its translation to 
Science hitherto has failed to discover; but her votaries, even | a permanent substance. 
of the physical turn, have unwittingly elaborated certain log-| The stuff of molecules is force, the existence of which as 
ical implications that the latter alternative is exclusively prob- | the of matter, is anterior tò it and 
able. These implications are classifiable as positive and neg- | of it, The guise of force is motion, whose vehicle is sub- 
tive ; Being identified with diverse recently-discovered princi- | stance, which is never less than matter, but may be more—of 
ples of nature, on the one hand, and on the other, with a | which matter is the primordial and imperfect grade, suscepti- 
medley of unsolved problems,regarding whith, Science, in the [CONTINUED ON PAGE 303.) 


EVOLUTION COMPASSED 
BY GEORGE STEARNS. 
GHAP.3. IMPLICATIONS OF SPIRITUAL TRUTH IN PHYSICAL SCIENCE. 
Section II. Inspective. 
The theme and province of Science is Existence; not the 
problem of its whence and wherefore, but the discovery and 


ee 


i. 


x 


+ 


% 


EEEN 


% 


AYET 


ON 


+ t 


r 


ARA 


KA 


SARK 


= SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST. 


SPIRITUAL. SCIENTIST. | IMPORTANT PROPOSITION, | SPECIMEN COPIES FREE. 


Sinee the establishment of the Spintual Scientist, it 
has been our constant endeavor to make it more valt- | 
able to its readers each year, and in this respect the | 
prospects for the coming year are more promising than 
ewer before. With gratitude to the nuseen powers and | 
thelr jostruments ip earth liie, we recognize the re- 
@atkable suserss of the paper, and the good it has 
bees permisted toaccomplish in the past. The dis- 
tinalive pUlicy that has made È bo popular is tobe | 
maintdined, We are grateful to those who have writ- 
tetef their growing rqgard for the paper and for the 
onteren have takeo in extending its circulation. | 
my i sdp Dead provement la che Spiritual 
Scientist to the extent of the support which it receives. 


tc is wich pleasure that we refer to the distinguished 
writers, who, by their able contributions, have sus- 
tained the editor iv his efforts to place the Spiritual 
Scientist in the from rank of the journals devoted to 
the cause of Spiritualism. It is a matter of pride with 
him that he can refer to the fact that the number of 
these co-laborers has grown steadily, and none have 
become dissatisfied with the managemest or withdrawn 
thelr support because they felt that it was not serving | 
the best interests of the cause; on the contrary we 
have their hearty endorsement of the manner in which 
it is conducted. Harmony is the strength and sapport 
of af fastitetions, more especially this of ours ; to this | 
eod we shall in the future, as in the past, seek t» elim 
imate the causes of dissatisfaction and icu.cate the 
principles upon which all can unite 


Readers of the Spiritual Scientist wil] become fami" 
tar with the progress of the cause is all parts of the 
werd; for this purpose our correspondence, exchanges 
ani reportoria) facilities are not excelled by any jour 
nak Ip obtaining a just and discriminating knowledge 
ef ancient philosophies, remarkable phenomena in all 
ages and at the present time, scientific investigations, 
the nature of the human spirit and its surroundings, 
they will be aided by many of the leading and more | 
expericaced Spiritualists 


The corps of writers the coming year includes 


Hudson Tuttle, J. M. Peebles, Eugene | 
Crowell, M.D. Prof. J. R. Buchanan, 
Colonel Henry 8. Olcott, George 

Stearns, Charles Sotheran and | 
G. L. Ditson, M.D., | 
Mr. Emma _ Hardinge Britten, Mrs. 
Emma Tuttle, Mrs. Emma A. Wood, 
Mrs. Lita Barney Sayles, A. 
vV. D., and others. 
li eminent in the ranks of literature. The same may | 
be said of those who prele’ their contributions to | 
appear under the respective nom-de-plumes 


Buddha, J. W. M. and Zeus. 


ENGLISH CORRESPONDENTS, 


Rev. W Stainton Moses, “Lex et Lux,” 
and members of the Rosicrucian College of England. | 


EXCHANGES WITH SPIRITUAL JOURNALS. 


ia Mexico, - South America, - + England, 
~ «Fms, - - -~ Spoin - > Belgium, 
Germany, - - Italy, - Turkey, - Russia, 
Kaye Australia, from which translations 
will be furnished each week by our editorial corps 


it is apparent that the Spiritual Scientist the coming 
year will be 


Invaluable to any Spiritualist 


 imvestigator, no matier bow many other spiritual 
journals he or she way take. 1. is essentially different 
from any otber, as will be seen by observing the con- 
Vents of a few numbers. For this purpose we offer it 


to trial subscribers 


FIVE MONTHS FOR $1.00 | 


We ask the cooperation of our subscribers, their 

regewals, accompauied by the subscriptions of 
kaidek ane neighbors. We have only the beart- | 
lest words of thanks for what you have done in the | 

past, and we look heward with coobdence that your 


ons «iL be continued in the future. Help usin 


E Sai yga ome pargase omako the paper do 


Recognizing the fact that’ the circulation of the 
Spiritual Scientist can be increased largely through the 


Personal Efforts of Subscribers 


and believ.ng that some who are eminently fitted for 
obtaining subscriptions cannot afford to give the 
time, we offer them the following 


TERMS: 
(Postage in all cases paid by publishers.) 
One Subscription 
To the Spiritual Scientist $9.50, in advance 
Two Suabseribers 


Any person who sends the names of two new sub 
scribers and $4.50, can have a copy sent to each 


Three Sabscribers 


Any person who sends his own name and these of 
TWO NEw subscribers, can have the thee cupics sest 


‘or 86.25 
Four Subscribers. 


Any person whe sends @8.75 can have a copy 
sent to each t 


States 


any four addresses in the United 


Five Subscribers. 


$10.00 accompanying five names, will entitle each 
to a copy of the Spiritual Scientist for one year 


PREMIUMS. 


ON EVERY NEW SUBSCRIBER, 


When more than rive nrw subscribers are sent 
accompanied by cash, a premium of 50 cents will 
be allowed on each dne. In addition to this on 


Ten New Subscribers. 


Sent inone order, accompanied by $20.00, will 
entitle the person sending the club to one copy free 


for ove year. 
Twenty New Subscribers 


Accompanied by $60, will entitle the person send 
ing the club to one copy free for one year, and any 


| 


books that he may onder to the value of $5.00, retail | 


price. 


$65 SEWING MACHINE. 


A Sixty-Five Dollar Sewing Machine | 
will Le presented to any one wh» obtains one hundred | 


subscribers and a.companies the order with $200. 
This extraordinary liberal offer will, we hope, induce 
many persons to make up a list of this number 


$200 GEO. WOOD'S ORGAN. 


In any city or in any county either east, west, north 
or south, four bundred persons can be found who 
would take the Scientist a: once if it could be brought 
to thelr notice, We are constantly in receipts 
of letters asking for specimen copies from persons who 
at once take the paper when they receive one. Any 
verson with a little perseverance pan obtaia this num- 
ber within a radius of a few miles from their residence. 


As an inducement we offer a B200 Geo, Wood organ. | 


The merits of the instrument peed not be enlarged 
upon, They can be seen in any large city and any 
section of the United Staten. The persos getting the 
four hundred (goo) subscribers and remitting 8800, 
will receive one, Thus it will be seen that they will 
make $2co cash and a $200 organ of 


ONE DOLLAR ON EVERY SUBSCRIBER. 


TO WHOM THE PREMIUMS ARE GIVEN. 


‘These premiums are given bythe publishers rox new 
subscribers, not to new sobsenbera They are not 
offered to persons who do not now take the paper to 
induce them to subscribe for ig but only to subscribers 


No parson sending his owo name as a subscriber 
can receive a premium for it. 
If any person will Gest subscribe for the paper, pay- 


Specimen copies of the Spiritual Scientist will be 
bent if you wish them as aids in getting new names. 


Subscriptions to the Spiritual Scientist can com 
mence at any time during the year. 


TO THOSE WHO OBTAIN NEW NAMES, 


Send Your new names as you get them, Always 
send the payment for each subscription with the name. 
We do not receive a new subscription. upless payment 
is made in advance. You can retain the premium for 
each new subscriber as you send us the names. 


If you obtain a sufficient number for a large pre 
mium after your list is completed, be sure and send us 
the name and address of each new subscriber you 
have sent, so that we may see if they all have been 


| received by us, and been entered upon our books 


correct 


HOW TO SEND MONEY BY MAIL. 


Always give the name of the post-ofhee from which 
you take your paper, when you write to the publisher 
to pay for the Spiritual Scientist, or for any other pur 
pose. We cannot find your names en our books ur 
less you do this, 


In sending money, checks on Boston, New York or 
Philadelphia, made payable tm the order of E. Gerry 


Brown, are best for large sum 


Post-ofice money orders can be obtained in all city 
post-offices, and in many of the large towns. Their 
cost is slight, and the money is sure to come safely 


When a post-office order cannot be obtained, have 


our letter registere 


HOW TO WRITE YOUR LETTERS. 


Three things should always be stated by a subscriber 
who sericds Monty by letterto the Scientist: 


The amoun, of money enclosed in the letter 


The name of the subscriber who sends Ñe money 


to pay his subsonption should be written in fu 


e of the post-office and of the State 


the paper is sen should invariably 


BEGIN AT ONCE, 


as this season of the year is most favorable for getting 
subscriptions. Many of you live where we have no 
agents; most of you know, of people who need just 
the help to Be derived from reading ‘this paper; and 
ALL or vou have friends, whom po agent can secure 


but who wil) be decided by a word from you 


May we wot then coaut on each of our readers to do 
something toward increasing the circulation of the 
Spiritual Scientist? It may seem but little that one 
can do, but the aggregate of the work thus accom- 
plished swells into very large proportions when it is 


brought together here. 


If any of those whom you think ought to haye it 


| are far away, a letter from you will decide them. Ií 


any. are poor, you may be able to make them a 
present of the paper 


We ask you to look the field over and note the 
homes where this paper ought to go, and where, by 
a little effort on your part, it misy go, and for the 
sake of the good you can do by patting this paper 
into homes that need it, and whose inmates may re- 
ceive through it great and lasting benefit, decide t 
take the effort. Address, 


SCIENTIST PUBLISHING CO., 
20 DEVONSHIRE STREET. 


SPIRITUAL 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 301.) 
ble of a supplemcntal development. Motion without sub- 
stauce is impossible, and force without it is void of effect. It 


is the motion of substance by force which originates and 
fashions all phenomena. Force, substance and motion are 


co-eval factors in the process of Existence. Factors of what? | 


The issues of cosmical Evolution “Nothing new under the 
sun?” Only something new. Existence is not a circuit of 
force whose goal is reached without an effective agency; nor 
does it perpetuate any routine of phenomena. “Nothing in 
fact (Grove) ever returns or can return to a state of existence 
identical with a previous state.’ The bent of motien is ever 
forward and upward. How long, and whither? As long as 
force persists, to the goad of progress. 

“ Nature as a whole (Helmholtz) possesses a store of force 
which cannot in any way be either increased or diminished.” 
Say, rather, the dri/f of force in Nature is invariably effec- 
tive, the vis vive of its flow through cosmos being, like that 


of Niagara’s cataract, subject to no fits and starts. For the | 


manifestations of force in nature are verily those of a mighty 
stream, which never rebounds or turns backward on its 
course; though its diversions of motary effect are better 
symbolized by the branches of a tree, in all but their correla- 
tion; for it is the forms of force that are interchangeable, 
and not force itself. The term, “correlation of forces," is 
therefore inexact. Heat, light, electricity, magnetism and 
affinity, are indeed interactive, not as so many forces, but as 
diverse modes of motion, which become convertible through 


mechanical means, because of the identity of their motife | 


spring. Thus motion is versatile, whereas under all its 
medes force is immutably persistent. But this cosmical per- 
sistence of force is not its “conservation.” As well talk of 
conserving the Father-of-Waters, or the momentum of an 
avalanche. Nature and art are provided with means for 
diverting the flow of force to eligible modes of motion, but 
partially and transiently; not to stay or retard it. “The pos- 
sessor of a mill claims the gravity of the descending rivulet, 
or the living force of the moving wind, as his possession ;” 
but they tarry not to do his bidding, neither does any form of 


living force postpone its motific agency; and when its modi- | 


cum of work is done, it disappears beyond recovery. 
Accordiag to Dr. Mayer, all potential forms, or modes of 
motion, are virtual causes, whose respective potency is meas- 
ured by their natural effects. In this sense, as he maintains, 
“causa equat effectum. IÉ a given cause has produced an 
effect equal to itself, it has in that very act ceased to be.” 
This is true of all consecutive phenomena, whereby force is 
conserved only by transmission. Mayer’s definition of force 
is to the same effect, “Something expended in producing 
motion.” ‘That which is expended néver reappears to repeat 
its agency. As Helmholtz says of heat, “certainly for our 
planet it is lost, but not for the universe. It has proceeded 
outwards, and daily proceeds outwards, into infinite space.” 
What is thus stated of a single form of force is equally true 
of all its forms, since all are convertible into heat. So it 
appears that the persistence of force is predicable, not of a 
costless potency, but of an adequate resource. The perennial 
stream of virtual causation must have a perennial fountain. 
As the sun, age after age, emits and retains an equable efful- 
gence ; so the source of Nature's mundane powers dispenses 
energy, itself unspent. The solar ray is a vehicle of force 
.which Nature uses but never restores ; and all her operations 
depend upon a latent spring of motion which never relaxes, 
constantly imparting an effective impetus for whieh the phys- 
ical world includes no re-imbursing agency. This spring of 
cosmical motion is ultra-cosmical, being not only as lasting as 
existence, but equal to the consummation of its process and 
the perpetuation of its issues. To look for it in the physical 
world is to look for a unit in a fraction thereof. It must be 
supersensuous, though not supernatural nor inconceivable, 
nor undiscoverable. Science is yet to make its acquaintance 
and grow familiar with its name and place and creative func- 
tions. Its reality is certified by the idea that there must be 
an inception to Nature's operations, The process of exist- 
ence could not commence without its primwe modilè, nor 
would it continue without both a reservoir and a propagator 


of force. What, then, and where, is the agent of these | summons. 


functions ? 
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| Hypothetically, it is the sea of “ether,” the sphere of static 
| force which holds the physical realm of nature. Seience 
| recognizes the reality of.an incompressible fluid extending 
beyond the precincts of mundane existence, filling its inter- 
stellar spaces, and bathing the very molecules of matter. It 
is vaguely named “cosmical ether,” as the most intelligible 
appellation of what is admitted to exist only as a matter of 
inference from the ascertained undulatory consistence of 
light. The discovery that light is not a substance (in the 
sense formerly supposed), but a series of vibrations, enforces 
this conclusion ; for vibrations cannot obtain in a vacuum, 
nor be propagated through empty space. The velocity of 
light is also suggestive of certain properties of “ether,” the 
consistence and paramount function of which Science is slow 
to discover ; nor can these be apprehended, much less com- 
prehended, without a prior conception of Natére as a perfect 
whole. 


[PART Ill, NEXT WEEK.) 


A SPIRIT TELEGRAPH. 
The Hartford Times, in commenting upon the telephone, 
says 
But the truth is, that after the achievement of such a mar- 

| Vel as the sending and receiving of an ordinary telegraphic 
| message, by parties separated by a distance of fifty or five 

hundred miles, or even across the Atlantic, within a time-limit 

less than that named by Shakespeare’s tricksy sprite who 
| could girdle the earth in forty minutes, nothing in the physi 
cal and tangible world that is accomplished th the 
agency of electricity and magnetism need oe regarded as 
incredible or even wonderful. We may expect that the next 
really wonderful achievement accomplished through these 
mysterious but potent and universal forces (so deeply related 
to our inner selves) will be made in the twilight ma M which 
constitutes the border land of separation between the mortal 

and immortal life. 
| We have the firmest faith that ere long communications 
will be received from the unseen forces without the presence 
of a medium. Two years ago we spent much time and some 
money in experimenting in this direction. We were forced 
either to discontinue them or cease publishing the Scientist, 
as we had not sufficient money or vitality for both. We chose 
the former, hoping that the future would give better opportu 
į nities. It cannot be expected that the spiritual man compre 
hends'the possibility of his powers or the forces around him, 
any more than he may have been taught by experience. 
Many who have not yet lett the natural body surpass those 
who have, in its knowledge. They have attained this position 
by observatior and experiment. So with the Spiritual man 
in contrelling mediums, or using the forces emanating from 
them for the purpose of moving material objects. We claim 
that if the spiritual man, freed from the natural Body, can 
move a table or chair, or produce a rap, the spiritual man s 
the body can also do these things. To-day the one has no 
more practical conception than the other concerning the 
modus operandi in these movements. True both are limited 
in their spheres of observation ; but it would seem that the 
one who has not yet left the natural body has the advantage, 
| combining as he does the natural and spiritual. The latter 
| conceives, the former materializes the conception. " The spirit 
world is as anxious’as the natural world that the bridge shal! 
be completed. Experiment and discover. 


THE OUTLOOK. 
NOTES AND NEWS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES 


England 
LAWRENCE Is released on £500 bail. 


It ts rumored that the Council of the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science has passed a resolution which 
will prevent the free introduction aad discussion of the sub 
ject of Spiritualism at its future meetings. 

Mas. HALLock is a lady in London ~, who said that, 
“At the present time there were mediums in America who 

pasient cheek thelr fond onal teats 


j 
i 
i 
] 


| to get the news. Where are these American mediums ? 

Ir is that Dr. Slade will retura to answer the new 
are a few on this side of the Auaatic that 
do not share in that opinior. 
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THE OUTLOOK. 


NOTES AND NEWS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES 
Mexico. | 
La dlustracion in commenting pon the free and liberal | 
sentiments of the writer, M. Ch, Fallvety, says, “As to our- | 
selves we find ‘in what he propounds much upon which we | 
can agree; ‘educate—advancing to perfection; a religion | 
without priests, without mysteries, without miracles," Re» | 
ferring to Catholic feasts (#es/as) and quoting the promise in | 
the New Testament, that in the later days the Divine Spirit | 
should be poured out and our sons and dau hters should see | 
visions, the writer adds: “Whence have they deduced the | 
idea that the tie declaration of the Immaculate concep- 
tion has made the heavens complacent above measure.” Not- 
withstanding the troubled state of the country, the Mexicans 
have not neglected the consideration of a higher destiny—the | 
soul’s eternal progress with the sun of righteousness for its 


goal. 


Central America. 


THE DETAILS concerning the disasters in Nicaragua are of | 


a very painful nature. Managua, the capitol of the republic, 
in the afternoon of the 13th of last month, lest by flood about 
five hundred of its dwellings and magazines. But no one 


can picture the anguish of those whe saw their wives and | 


children, more particularly the siek, swept away by the tor 
reat. 


Much INTEREST is felt, in this region of our country, in 
the pregress of the war in Cuba. “Viva Cuba, free and in- 
dependent!” is the heading of one of the £co's stirring ap- 
peals for sympathy. And “this is the unanimous cry which 
fesounds in every American heart which knows how to ap- 
preciate, to estimate, the value of national independence,” 
says the writer. 


South America 

AMONG THE notable ‘‘Pensamientos” of the “Review” of 
Montevideo, are briefly these: The gods, the children of the 
earth, have had their birth in the bosom of the night of time 
(Hesiod, Pythagoros); religious fanaticism has had its birth 
in the clouds of ignorance. A religion which can create a 
God with the vile ions of men, is an infamous religion, 
and its ministers imbecile mise: ad/es, if they pretend to an 
elevated mission. 


THe “Angel Guardian” has also many beautiful thoughts : 
“The good, the true, the beautiful,” she says,“inhere in spirit- 
ual perfectibility to all eternity. The light which floods the 
universe, making all things transparent, will not permit virtue 
to be disinherited and vice to go unpunished,” And J. de E. 
deserves a page, but space forbids. 


AND more from the beautiful city of the plain, from the 
banks of the sunny Parana, comes a world of matter, 
portrayed in the Eco de America, but it is mostly of a 

or social nature unfortunately, giving little heed to 

the power”behind the throne, the vis atergo, the forve, the 

spirit, the all—the all worth of much thought. On one of its 

are notices of events in Columbia, Ecuador, Peru, Bol- 

iv In the latter, says Æ/ Caracolino, the people have been 

by a hurricane and trembling of the earth, the equal 

of which had never before been felt in Avutofasta. In Peru, 

públic order had not been quite restored, says a correspond- 

eat from Puno, The latest accounts say that the revolution- 

ists had fied into Bolivia. The Mejillones,in Bolivia, they had 
experiences an earthquake which lasted a minute and 28 | 
seconds. During 24 hours 32 shocks were felt, and condider- | 
able damage was done. 


“France, 
Tue piscUssion which is new going on between the 
and Spanish journals respecting “Christian- 
time Christ” will awaken the world toa 


ancient sages, has had a tardy but much needed shaking 


Tae JANUARY pumber of the Spiri 


tual Review, Paris, has 
ye „ Davis and hia books. In 1847, 
) 


SSeS 
Siar sla Mina 


Beigium. 
No LITTLE interest is felt in the of the new ven” 


Seviean of its E r 
sun js in splendor. published 


half inF rench. “The 
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one of its important articles. It begins with a notice of 
Allan Kardec’s “La Genesé, les miraclés,” ètc, of its influ- 
ence, ef its opportune appearance and enlarges upon its great 
value in the field of Spiritualism. A “communication from 
beyond the tomb,” “Bibliographic,” anc“Aphorisms” conclude 
this number. 


a FROM /e Progres we may quote a single paragraph: “Spirit- 
ualism, Metempsychosis, Mohametanism, Buddhism, etc., are 
above all, consolers (consolants) which necessarily implies the 
idea that man is unfortunate, miserable.” 

Spain. 

WE HAVE much pleasure in greeting Za Revelacion, of Ali- 
cante. With its present number, January 1877.it enters upon 
its sixth year. Its first and one of its most interesting articles 
is from the pen of a lady who seems to be highly regarded in 
Spanish society as a poetess as well as a prose writer. “If you 
gain not you obtain not,” is its heading, and is founded upon 
some terse expressions of the distinguished Emilio Castelar : 
“You conquer liberty and do not ask it. Liberty is gained by 
labor. You cannot lose your liberty nor can I decree it. It 
is supreme, È is never the gift of the powers, but a conquest 
of the citizéns. If one does not win it he does not get it.” 
This is evidently to be regarded as the spirit of liberty and 
hot the mere external forms of it. “Spiritualists,” says the 
writer, “believe in the individuality and the perfectability of 
the spirit, believe in perfection as the object of human activ 
ity, believe in the plurality of existence and in incarnations as 
an indispensable means of following it up.” We must return 
to this again. 


To THE “Revista of Psychological Studies ” we ought also 
to give some attention. Barcelona may well be proud of this 
able magazine; but what to select from the “Masters and 
Disciples of Spiritualism,” from the“Cremation of the Dead.” 
and other of its lengthy articles, is almost as difficult to de- 
cide as it would be to pick out of the heavens which star we 
would choose for our coronet. “When the pages inspired by 
charity and by science under the name of Spiritualism,” says 
one writer, “have proclaimed a thousand times and in a thous- 
and ways that therè is but one mortality, one truth, one sci- 
ence, one social destiny, one synthesis, it would seem tedious 
to-day to enter largely upon any analysis of the masters and 
disciples of our doctrine.” The question now is, “Who gives 


| the most light and the best examples of virtue? Such are 


our masters.” We must ask pardon for our too meager ex- 
tracts. 


WE see also in the Revista, that Col. H. S. Olcott has had 
notable Spiritual conferences; that in Bakimore’ Dr. T, B. 
Taylor, associated with several persons of distinction and 
numerous mediums, had organized centres of study; that the 
North American press had highly eulegized the lectures on 
the fundamental principles of Spiritualism, by the noted 
astronomer, Richard A. Proctor; that in Melbourn, Australia, 
the centro espiritista, “Energetic Circle” composed of ilius- 
trious personages, was accomplishing a great work in propa- 
gandism ; that in Germany, Spiritualism was working a revol- 
ution in philosophical ideas, and that in France there was a 
considerable increase in the number of Spiritual circles and 
groops. 

We sHouLD be glad, if space permitted, to quote largely 
from the inviting pages of the illustrious defender of our 
cause, the Spiritual Critic of Madrid, “Spiritaalism in 
Spain,” *Jose Polet,” “Carta-contestacion,” and others, offer 
much that is important, of intrinsic worth and power: A few 
brief extracts must sow suffice, The “Critic” is to publish a 
reply to Mr. Fritz’ article (published in Belgium first we be- 
lieve) on “Catholicism before the time of Christ,” which has 
also been noticed in the French journals. The theme which 
has been submitted for consideration in the ordinary sessions 
during the winter, of the Aspiritista Espanalo, is la revelac- 
ion. To this ‘society also some new members have been 


Italy. 

AMONG THE exchanges creditably noticed by the dannli 
della Spiritismo is our Scie wrist. Among the works in Ithlian 
on sale at the bureau of this able magazine, are “The Princi, 
ples of the Doctrine of giaitualiam, by Kardec ; “Spiritual- 

” by Scifoni ; “Spiritualism, Instruction, Consideration,” 
by Rost Pago “Spirftual Phenomena,” by the same ; and 
Universe and Fraternization,” by! Zecchial. 
REMEMBER. 

TRIAL Susscarbers.—The Spiritual Scientist is essentially 
| different from any other Spiritual paper, and as we are satis 
| fied that any Spiritualist or investigator will consider it inval 
| uable after glancing at a f-w numbers, we offer it rive 

MONTHS FOR ONE DOLLAR. 

Postage paid by the publishers in the United States and 

Canada ; other countries postage added. 
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Written for the Spiritual Scientist, | izing work. The one is progressive, and prefers freedom of 
WHY I AM A SPIRITUALIST AND WHY I COULD | occasional flight to try her wings% the other is the material 
NOT BE. force by which that flight is effected. Organize, but organize 
7 £ ) ize 
NUMBER VII. as a working power, not as a belief. Organize not as a creed, 
within whose iron limits all must be stretched or contracted 
In the month of February; 1866, I was summoned with my + os : 
H oe | to fit, but as a corperate body for contact and relationship, 
brothers and sisters to the bedside of my father, of whom the x 7 r oP 
i > , | with the social forms around us, of which the spiritualistic 
attendant medical men said we could have little hope that he ey A ; 
' h belief is a compcnent, and of which it is to be one of the con- 
could survive a severe gastric attack. Ten days afterward he | a 
A s + troling elements. 
passed away. In the interval he gave the most minute direc- > Aidei 
‘ A A . 2 In this manner of organization the body of Spiritualism 
tions regarding himself and his affairs. To the last,up tothe | |. A e $ 
~ a a ~ will be like a nachine constructed to accomplish a single 
final incident which | am about relating, his mind was as clear | ,; , 
3 > object, while our creed will be that force which, though not 
as a bell, and as methodical as a clock. The smallest as well A X : ii 
- seen, is not unfelt, and from which the movements derive all 
as the more important concerns were attended to. He had í -ji : 
nnd rea > , | their force and power. An organizatior void of-a written 
told Dr. Elliot from the beginning : “I am in the hands of the i di 
i eer s creed, allowing a personal latitude of belief, will be like some 
Great Physician; your efforts are but useless." He knew . 
$ piece of effective machinery, whose various parts, driven by 
and we all felt he was passing away. r 3 Jt- a 2 
a force acting in different directions, all eventually aad surely 


Two day i ai im: “Father, A > 
Cays Deore bis death © sald toy hive ERORI; JOR combine, and end in the production of one common result 


may see mother before long; if you do, give her my love.” 
He looked at me with astonishment and even reproach in his 
gaze, but made no reply. For several days he had not spoken | 
above the lowest whisper. We often had to bend our heads 
to catch his words, drifting “out one by one. The day after 
the above remark to him, I said, “Father, do you remember | 
the message I gave you yesterday? He replied, “Yes, she 
knows it now.” 1 was surprised. Then I doubted whether 
he meant that she knew it while alive, and therefore still 


It is not belief that we need organize, for that is self form 
ing, but to attempt to extend the bounds of its acceptance 

I think I see the beginnings, no larger than a woman's hand 
in the meetings called for discussion in Boston, by Mrs. Em- 
ma Hardinge Britten. A 

I would recommend a glance at the Masonic order for ex 
ample and guidance. Its principles are charity and fraternity 
Is that order organized to come together in worship of these 
principles as objects of theoretic beauty, or as a working 


knew it, or that he had communicated it to her. Later, in the - -a 
force to apply them to practical life ? 


afternoon, he called my name. 1 went to his bedside. Said 
he, “Bronson, your mother is there.” He raised his hand and 
pointed to a distance of six or seven feet on the carpet, ol- 
lowing his finger with his eye : 

“I see her coming, through the gloaming.” 

I replied, “I understand you, father; that has been my 
fate.” Said he with much energy, “No! let your faith be in 
God.” 1 said, “It is in God.” “It is well,” said he, and was 
quiet. 

The next day was his last in the mortal frame. It was 
afternoon when | heard him say with more effort than usual, 
“All!” Immediately I asKed, “Do you wish all your chil- | 
dren?” He bowed assent, and in a short time six or seven 
were around him. Having looked at each one expressively, 
he said, “Let us pray. ‘Our Father,——’ ” and then his voice 
sank into a mere mumble of the lips. Not a distinct articu- 
lation of the lowest breathing escaped him for a minute or 
more. Up to this time he had, as I said before, been able to 
speak only ia an almost inaudible whisper. But pow, in a 
most unearthly tone, came from his lips a voice which filled 
the room ; each word uttered detached, as it were: “I—am— 
trans—muted—mortals !—mortals ! open the windows !—open 
the windows !—and let—me—go!" They were the last words 

from his mouth on this earth. 

I had read in A. I. Davis’ work om the subject of Death, 
that the newly born spirit, unconscious of its powers, consid 
ered that it could not leave the room unless a goor or window 
was open. 1 stepped to the sash and lowered it. He passed 
away. 

Not two weeks before this bad my father urged upon me 
the impropriety of my attendance on spiritual lectures. He 


l think it is a great mistake to organize a ceremonial rel 
gion upon the deductions of science; not because it is an 
evil in itself but because in lapse of time the symbol is liable 
to be taken for the essence. For although religion follo xs 
science as the harvest does the sunshine and the seed, still 
pure religiod is the silent worship of the heart; the idea, not 
the form. When belief pervades the intellectual being, and 
its fruits are growing or garnered in their vitality in the 
moral constitution, the outward form or symbol as evidence 
or reminders of internal condition may be dispensed with as 
superfluous and unnecessary. Let us not be sulicitous about 
organizing religion. Religion, like belief or conviction, or- 
ganizes itself as a personal attribute and present fact. It is 
| not a bot-house plant, and will grow best by being let alone 

Organize effort; the creed will take care of itself. 

Balumore 


FALSE PRIDE. 

You must not suppose that it is very miserable to be poor 
Where people acknowledge their position and perform their 
| proper responsibilities in life, they are surrounded by friends 
| who love them for themselves. It is a new world to descend 
| from the mountain heights of wealth into the poverty where 
people are surrounded by true friends. But there is another 

| side to the picture. What are we to do with the man who 
| pierces himself through with many shafts—with more shafts 
| than ever pierced St. Sebastian—because he will “keep up 
| appearances,” and dares not retrench? Misery! He keeps 
| up am outside appearance of wealth, but is pinched and mis- 
| erable. Oh friends, of such stuff is madness made, and from 
this position spring many suicides. I can see a scene where 


considered it much wiser I should attend the sermons of Dr. | a man has sat down and thought, and thought, and thought 
Booth, delivered in the Mercer St. Church. Soon after the | about the state of his wife and family when they shail dis- 
death of my father, this gentleman came in. 1 related all that | cover that they have beea brought to ruin, and one afterneos 
had occurred, and then said: Dr. Booth, what is the meaning | that man goes out, alone, by the seaside. I watch him as be 
of all this?” His reply was, “Mr. Murray, about all this | walks into the water, and a cold mist seems to come up and 
matter of death, there is a great mystery. I thought to hide him from me, but I hear a splash! There is no second 
myself, mystery means ignorance, and | said no more. 1 had | splash; there is no struggling, and nobody has seen the act 
found some knowledge in Spiritualism; knewledge about | He is a man who bas fallen into temptation. Next day the 
death. z Broxsok MURRAY. | papers say that he walked too near the precipice ; that bis 
New York, Feb. 25, i877. foot slipped, and unfortunately he fell into the water, and the 
, jùry return a verdict of “ accidental death.” 
Woitea for the Sprnvual Scigaist. 
ORGANIZATION. = noni Aapan &: 
BY GEORGE WENTZ. The Spiritual Scientist will be sept to any address in Eag 
nize, organize, zt seems to be heard on every} land, post free, on receipt of 12s Gd. orders made 
side, peat ser arr hutian effort. The insistence apaya ©: Gacy iyan m Hapy is 270A Mass. 
and.petainjanes ot thi Sassen GN aaia Ai Sey Ss 
It is the t e a most important Pia SO ew cre ee 
tion is, ees gs maar Ullstery bas. shaw Tee Spirhesl Scwatiot wal Se ceneeeany sirens in the 
us the fatility of attempts to organize belief instead of ongan- United Suatés-ervk MONTHS FOR ONE DOLL AX. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISING RATES. 
—The Srrerrva. Seuer b pablo’ every Thursday 

by 'SLISNING Company, and can be ined of any newsdealer ; 
or will be sent at the following raves : 


Single . One Year, $2.50; Six Months, $1.50; Three 
Menthe. 61.00. 


Advertisomenta.—Th: Scrmwrist is a good medium for Advertise- 
ments. Tt hasa ation ; it is preved ka binding, and the advertise- | 
a host to amid a mass of others. Advertisements will be inserved | 
at 


rates :— 
mate Sage, Cab mare, $1.00 first insertion, and 80 cts. 
each uent Outside page, 20 cts. per 
line each insertion. 


Correspondence.—C ts who write letters consisting of per 
sonal are requested not to make them more than a quarter / a cob 
wag ùn length. Letters containing important facts or interesting news may be 
longer someumes 

All communications for the Editor, books for review, &c., should be addressed | 
Geary Brows, Office of the Spiritual Scientist, 18 Exchange Street, Boston, | 
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SPIRITUALISM AND INSANITY. 

AS promised last week we present in this issue Dr, | 
Crowell’s article on “Spiritualism and Insanity.” As 
this number of the Spiritual Scientist may reach many 
who are not Spiritualists it may be well to add that its 
author, Dr. Crowell, is a gentleman of wealth and lei- 
sure, resident in the city of Brooklyn, N. Y. His con- 
tributions to the literature of Spiritualism are always 
timely and valuable. His “ Identity of Primitive Chris- 
tianity and Modern Spiritualism,”—the title sufficiently | 
indicating the character of the book—will ever lead the | 
standard works on the subject. His discovery of silk as 
a remedial agent in the treatment of insanity, other than 
organic, is now attracting attention in every quarter of 
the globe ; the spiritual journals giving it the prominence 
it deserved. This latest effort, “Spiritualism and In- 
sanity,” furnishes facts in answer to the opinions of those 
who, from the prejudice of ignorance, seek to check 
investigation into one of the grandest ‘ruths of the Uni- 
verse—Spiritualism. The article need not be enlarged | 
upon ; it speaks for itself. 

To the editors of the secular press who shall receive a 
copy of this article we respectfully ask a recognition of 
its facts. 

To those who reject the philosophy or science of Spir- 
itualism because of some fraud witnessed or exposed we | 
suggest that the cause is not responsible for the deeds 
of individuals.- Impostors and hypocrites infest every 
secf and profession nor is Spiritualism exempt. Careful 
investigation at any time will reveal the truth of its basic 
principles, and this explains the rapid growth of modern 
Spiritualism, requiring but 28 years, without organized 
effort, to number its adherents in every country on the 
face of the globe. “ Prove all things and hold fast to 
that which is good.” 


| 


THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF INSANITY. 

We have several times alluded to the Scientific Amer- 
ican and its unjust treatment of Spiritualists and Spir- 
itualism. Itloses no opportunity that will permit it to 
enlarge upon “ spiritualistic frauds and delusions,” and 
characterizes Spiritualism as a “mixture of self-decep- 
tion, Kmavery. ‘and craze.” Its latest effusion in this 
direction is as recent as February 1oth. In its issue of 
that date, in an article on “The Encouragement of In- 
saxity,” it itself that its diagnosis is sus- 
tained by “ so excellent a medical authority as the Lon- 
doa Lancet.” This last named journal, treading in the 
to scare tnves- 

founda- 
tion in fact, that “strong brained beings lose their 


memory, and minds of less robust would suffer severely.” 
The Psychological Society of Great Britain is alluded to 


|as “the last new craze,” and the president, Serjeant 


Cox and its other patrons and leaders are lectured for 
giving their countenance and support to a pursuit in 
which weaker heads are in danger of being turned, to 
their permanent injury. 

It is to be hoped that the Scientific American will be 
honorable enough to notice the Facts in relation to such 
an assumption. It is a matter of simple justice. Opin- 
ions and theories from “excellent” medical and scientific 
authorities are worthy of thoughtful attention ; but even 
they must bow to facts. 

If the Scientific American honestly desired to remove 
one of the most prominent causes of insanity why does 
it not discourage invention? How many minds are 
overtaxed and “hopelessly ruined in an attempt to 
give to the world some wonderful labor-saving ma- 
chine? How many, even after they perfected their con- 
ceptions that have haunted the brain for years, seeing 
their inventions swallowed up by remorseless capitalists, 
and go down to their graves thoroughly discouraged, utter 
wrecks of their former selves. 

Science and religion must look within its own imme- 
diate sphere of its desires to commence a reformation 


(and eliminate some of the many causes of insanity. 


Each has a better field, a hundred fold, than it will find 
in Spiritualism. The Lancet says and the Scientific 
American echoes ;— 


“Minds that have- hitherto done wonderfully well in the 
world are showing signs of weakness. The worry of tryin 
to be quite sure whether there is a force outside mate! 
world, which will bridge over the gulf between the present and 
the past—those who now tread the earth, and those who have 
passed out of normal sight and hearing—is beginaing to tell 
on the mental strength of some who have been tured into the 
toils of a psychology, which is no longer a science, because it 
has cast adrift the principles of Nature and elects to run riot 
in vain imaginings and idle conceits." 


It does not require any “ worry” to be quite sure that 


| this force does exist ; that those who have passed through 


the change called death, can return, and are attracted 
to the scenes and persons they love so well. Contrast,— 
not this belief, but this demonstrated certainty—with the 
heaven and hell of theology, and the “ worry to be quite 
sure whether ” a dearly beloved one has gone to hell or 
heaven, and whether or not “we shall meet each other 
there?” Any judicial mind would decide the former. 
Those who are tempted to think otherwise we refer to 
the statistics of Dr. Crowell’s paper on “ Spiritualism 
and Insanity,” that they may see the relative proportion 
of people made insane by the two beliefs. 

as the Scientific American the moral courage to give 
its readers figures that do not sustain its “di of 
re, nor “so excellent a medical authority as 
the London Lancet” in its opinions on the relation of 
insanity to Spiritualism? We shall see. 


A NUMBER of editorial paragraphs and contributions are 
laid over this week, to make room for Dr. Crowell’s paper. 
The “Outloek” is transferred to page 304. 


HOME EXPERIMENTS. 

English Spiritualists are now advising mediums not to take 
money from disbelievers, and to place themselves under the 
protection of Spiritualists who shall know the motives of 
those who desire to witness manifestations. Instructions how 
to form a spirit circle are to be distributed freely with a view 
to awaken private investigation. -The Spiritualist newspaper 
advises a million leaflets containing the following : — 

ing at home with no Spiritualists t 
persons of both sexes sit their 
handá upon any table, from 15 to 30 mi singing occa- 


alphabet slow! and a signal will be given at 
message. ‘About one such new circle in three obtains the 


y vidim of Spimualism.” 


SPIRITUAL 


SCIENTIST., 


Written for the Spiritual Scientist. 
SPIRITUALISM AND INSANITY. 
BY EUGENE CROWELL, M. D. 


“This form of delusion (Spiritualism) is very prevalent in America, and the asy- | 
lums contain many of its victims; nearly ten t Ad persons having gone insane | 
oñ the suoject, are confned in the prt A Stlyums of the United States.” | 

Dr. L. S. Forsas Woxstow, of London 

"There is not an insane asylum from Maine to Texas which does Sot contain 

d Rev. Dr. Tatmace, ol Brooklyn, N, Y 


| 


THE FACTS. 

The number of asylums or institutions for the insane in the 
United States, July 1, 1876, according to the American Four 
nal of Insanity, was: State Institutions, 58; City or County, 
10; Incorporated Charitable, 10; Private, 9; total, 87; and 
8 others were then in process of construction. 


} 


estimated by the same authority, was 28,558. 

In December last —1876—1 addressed the following 
questions to each of the medical superintendents of the insti- 
tutions for the insane in the United States : 


1. The number of patients admitted te, or under treatment | 


in, your institution during the past year; or if this has not 
yet been ascertained, then during the previous year? 


excitement? 

3. In how many to excitement caused by Spiritualism ? 

In answer to these questiens | have received either written 
replies, or published official reports — generally both — from 
66 superintendents, but of these only 58 are available for the 
purposes of this exhibit, the remainder not furnishing the 
information required. The information obtained from the 58 
Reports, and written replies, is here given in a tabulated 
form, and every fact and figure bearing upon this question, 
favorably or adversely, in the Reports and letters received, is 
here presented : i 
INSTITUTIONS, WHERE LOCATED. TOTAL NUMBER OF PATIENTS 
DURING PERIODS STATED, NUMBER OF THOSE WHOSE INSANITY 
18 ASORIBED RESPECTIVELY TO RELIGION AND SPIRITUALISM. 


WHERE LOCATED. 


Vermont Asylum tor the Insane, ttleboro’, Vt. 
New Hampshire Asylum for th- Insane, Concord, N. H. 
Hospital, Taunton, 


Shady Lawn Insane Asylum, 

Bowen Lunatic i, ass. 

State Lunatic Hospital, Northampton, Mass. 

Butler Hospital for the Insane, Providence, R. | 
Hospital Sr she Insane, Middleset, Conn. 


oppen, Mass. 


New York Cuy Aaria for the Taaa Ward's I k. vies | Gon 
tl . Es 
New York City Lena Mieckwell's Intend, N. Y. nats | sua 
State Lunatic Asylum, Utica, N. Y. 1875 | 1,004 
Morvial Coun sy Leauge Aoyun, Rochester, N 1876 zo 4 
New York State Asvium for Insane Criminals, Auburn, N. Y. 1¢76 
Mall Insane Anylum, N.Y. 576 | eal a 
King's County Lunatic n N.Y ste | w| S 
Ntate Homæopathic m, N, Y wa fl i 
N pa ay sale NJ tae | a fa 
nate 
Wenara Peaneyivenia Hopital, Diment, Rese: i75 | ita a 
State Lunatic Rayim of Peneeyivania, Harrisburg, Penn. 
State Hospital) peane, 
Insane Depart of i Phila, Pen 
Friend! Rey fy the 1 i Penn. ‘ 
asane, 
Insane lego Hill, Ubio. t 
Longview Ohio. 
Cleveland for the Insane, Peotan ue 2 
Northwestero 4 ~ he Toledo, a 5 
Sciigo. the Taname, Kalamazoo, M 2 
D for the Insane, Mendota, Wis. 
WNonhero for I Wis 
lows ny iasg j 
= Dre: i 
-4 i 
2 
Place i 
I J 
i 
bie Se vt 
1 
Eastern Lunatic Asylum, 
Wen 
Insane of North 


p The whole | 
number of patients in these 87 institutions, at that date, as | 


2. In how many cases was the insanity ascribed to religious | 


From, the above table it will be seen that of 23,328 insane 
persons now, or recently, in 58 institutions, 412 are reported 
insane from religious excitement, and 59 from excitement 
caused by Spiritualism. 

Assuming that in December last there were 30,000 imsane 
persons in the various institutions in the United States (an 
increase of about 450 since July 1876), according to the above 
figures there should be of this entire number 530 insane from 
religious excitement, and 76 from Spiritualism; and whether 
we regard the relative numbers in the above table, or as esti- 
mated in all the institutions in the United States, we find that 
there are seven inmates insane from religious excitement for 
every one insane from Spiritualism. It will also be seen that 
while there are 87 asylums there are only 76 insane Spiritual- 
ists who tenant them, not one to each institution. 
| The following table presents the statistics of this subject, 
| for long terms of years, of thirteen institations, as taken from 

their official reports, the other reports being deficient in like 


information : 


THE INSTITUTIONS. WHERE LOCATED, 


FROM spi 


Worcester State Lunatic Hospital, Worcester, Mass. 
Connecticut Hes pital for Insane, Middictows, Conn 
Ntate Lunatic Asylum, Utica, N. Y 

Pennsylvania Hospital for Insa Philadelphia, Pena. 
Western Pennsylvania Heapical, Dizment, Penn 

State | anatic Asylum of Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, Penn. 
Longview Asylum, Carthage, @hio. 

Westein Ohio Hospital for Insane, Dayton, Obin. 

lowa Hospital for Insane, Moost Pleasant, lowa 
Eastern Lunatic Asylum, Williamsburg, Va. 

Alabama Insane Hos l, Tuskaloosa, Ala. 

Indiana H. ] for Insane, Iadianapols, Ind 
Minnesota Hospital for Insane, St Peters, Minn. 


jea BM rmv 


ui 


| Here we have records of 58,875 patients, of which number 

the insanity of 1994 is ascribed to religious excitement, and 

that of 229 to the excitemeatof Spiritualism. According to 
| these figures, 30,000 of these patients (the number of inmates 
| of our asylums at the present time) would show 1016 insane 
| from Religion and 117 from Spiritualism; and the relative 
numbers of those whose insanity is ascribed respectively to 
| the excitements of Religion and Spiritualism, in previous 
| years and at the present time, appear as follows : 


| 


In 30,000 patients in previous years, 

From Religion, 1016; from Spiritualism, 117 ; 

In 30,000 patients at present time, 

From Religion, 530; from Spiritualism, 76; 
showing a diminished number of cases from both Religion 
and Spiritualism at the present time. 

One important fact should here be noticed, which is, that 
as the knowledge of Spiritualism has extended, and the num- 
bers of its adherents has increased, the records show, not 
only a comparatively but an absolutely less number of cases 
| in whic) Spiritualism in assigned as the exciting cause of 
insanity, and it is a question whether the greater compar. tive 
decrease in the number of cases ascribed to religious excite- 
ment may not justly be attributed, im_a large degree, to the 
influence of Spiritualism in disseminating more correct, ration- 
al, and consequently less revolting ideas of the nature and 
extent of future punishment. 

76 insane from Spiritualism at the present time, out of a 
total of 30,000 inmates of our asylums, are within a fraction 
of 1 in 395, and one quarter of one per cent of the whole num- 
ber in the asylums, instead of 33 1-3 per cent, as asserted by 
Dr. Forbes Winslow. 

In 42 of the published Reports of institutions for the 


withia one or more years, and from these I find that out of a 
total of $2,315 male patients, 215 are set down as clergymen, 


Spiritualists is only 45. Insane clergymen 

proportion of 1 to every 150 inmates, while the proportion of 
insane Spiritualists is only 1 to every 711. 

im the United 

actual num- 


If we estimate the number of : 
States as low as 2,000,000, which is less than their 
ber, we are catitled to a representation in the lunatic asylums 
of 1333, while the number actually there, according to the 
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cficial Reports, i is only 76, Thus we are ni i the sup- | Religion and Spiritealiam: of this blame to a large extent, At 
port of these institutions, without a fair representation; but | least my own persoval se gece does not induce me to 
as we are tanght by our religion to exercise charity towards | Charge ít upon them,” 


all men, we are willing that clergymen, and the mémbers of 
their congregations, shall have the jion's share of the advan- 
tages of these institutions, Their needs are greater than ours. 


TESTIMONY OF MEN WHO KNOW. 


Dr, M. Ranney, Supt. of the Iowa Hospital for the Insane, | 
in which, in 1874 and 5, to16 patients were treated, says in 
his letter to me, that there is not, at present, one Spiritualist 
under his care. 

According to the Réepert of the Worcester State Lunatic 
Hospital, Mass., in which, in 1876, 829 patients were treated, 
no Spiritualist has been a paticat in the Institution within the 
last three years. 

Dr, John Curmen, Supt. of the State Lunatic Arylam at 
Harrisburg, Penn., in which, instituted during the past twenty- | 
five years, 3988 patients bave been admitted, says in his letter | 
to me, that “We have not had, for a long term of years, any 
cases caused by Spiritualism.” 

In the State Lunatic Asylum at Utica, N. Y., 11831 patients 
were admitted during the past.32 years, the insamity of 32 of | 
them being ascribed to Spiritualism; but all these were | 
admitted within the period of five years from 1849, when 
Spiritualism was in its infancy, and comparatively little under- | 
stood ; and since 1853, or for twenty-three years, not a patient 
has been admitted in whose case Spiritualism was assigned 
as the exciting cause of the insanity. 

Dr. B. A. Wright, Supt. of the North Westera Hospital for 
the Insane, at Toledo, Ohio, writes me: 

“The cause of the mental derangement of eight patients (in 
18; = oa üs Excitement. Many more act as 

ement had beer the cause of their insanity; but | 
this is sot pe stated in the committing papers.” 


Dr. J. B. Cooker, now or recently City Physician of New | 


Orleans, in a letter to Rev. Dr. Watson, of Memphis, says: 

“I have been in charge of the Lunatic Asylum of the Par- 
ish of New Orleans some seven years, and out of a large 
number that have been admitted and discharged in that time, 
have never had one case of insanity on account of Spiritual- 
ism, but severa) cases of insanity of other forms of religious 
belief.” 

The following is an extract from a letter received from Dr. 
C. H. Nichols, the physician in charge of the Goverament 
Hospital for the Insatie at Washington, D. C., in which 931 
patients were treated in 1876: 

“l sea papap a attributed to Dr. Forbes Winslow, is 


going phe | newspapers, stating that there are 
ind lunatics in the United States who were made 
by Spiritualism. My observation leads me to suppose 
may be one per cent of troth in that statement. 
Dr. J. W. Ward, Supt. of the New Jersey State Lunatic 
Asylom, at Trenton, writes : 
Fay -~ nat ge said to have resulted from Spiritual- 
ism was the cause or the result of 
pA ia ae Canes it is difficult tò tell. Friends; in giving 
Histories Of Cases, oe prone to mistake hallucinations 
etc. expressed after y ts established, as the cause of the 
malady itself." 
Dr. D: R. Bartell, vesidest Physician of the Brigham Hall 
Asylum; at Canandaigua, N. Y., says: 
to religious excitement and Spiritual- 


“Statistics in 
ism, as of „are of little account at present. 
rer a ak of ge Se Sa 
4, as you u or mon 

a history of the ee etantel the 

cases l have met did not think of rei 

ious, ubtil- after they were touched ar 
same be said of as a canset 


De HRe Stiles, Supt, of the State Homeopathic Asylum 
for the Insane,at Middleton, N, Y., writes; 


Dr. B. D. Eastman, Supt. of the State Lunatic Hospital at 
Worcester, Mass., in his Report for 1873, says of the causes 


of insanity assigned by the friends of patients, as stated in the 
tables in the published Reports, that, 


“Tables of this character are very unsatisfactory. The 


friends of patients, from whom the statement of causes usually 
comes, sometimes purposely practice deception, and often 
display great ignorance by assingign as a cause some compar- 
| atively trivial circumstance attendant upon the beginning of 
| insanity, or some symptom of the already fixed malady.’ 


It cao readily be understood how appropriately these 
remarks must apply to persons who exhibit insane symptoms, 


| and who previously have been more or less interested in Spir- 
| itualism. Its unpopularity, together with the impression, so 


prevalent, that Spiritualists must necessarily be, to some 
extent, unbalanced in mind, render it more easy and natural 
to attribee the mental aberration to this. cause than to azy 
other, and thus, doubtless, a certain proportion of the small 


| number of the inmates of our asylums upon whose warrants 


of committal Spiritualism is inscribed, as the exciting cause, 
are in no degree indebted to their belief for the cause of their 
malady. 

Dr. John P. Gray, Editor of the American Journal of In- 
sanity, says in his Report: 

“Every ga religious movement indeed, from John Knox 
and John Wesley, to Moody and Sankey, has been accompa- 
nied with its percentage of insanity, but that only shows that 
there is, in every community, at any given period, a certain 
amount of constitutional or incidental morbidity, ready to be 


| developed into insanity by every suitable occasion; and 
| religious excitement only stands prominent amon the num- 
E F £ 


ber of moral influences.’ 

These remarks also apply to Spiritualism, though not to the 
same extent. 

Dr. 1. Ray, the eminent authority in Medical jurisprudence, 
and whe has made'a special study of inbanity, remarks in the 
American Fournal of /nsanity, for October, 1867 : 

“It is to be regretted that the prevalent tendency is to 
ignore them (the facts of Spiritualism) entirely, rather than to 
make tLem a subject of scientific investigation. It is surpris- 
ing that physicians, especially, with such well- recognized affec- 


| tions before them as catalepsy, somnambulism, ecstasy and 


double consciousness, should jump to the canclusion that all 
the facts yh pew and anima) magnetism are utterly 
anomalous impossible.” 

Contrast these wise and cautious words of one of fhe most 
experienced specialists in this country, with the unsupported 
assertions, and blind generalizations of Dr. Forbes Winslow, 
and Rev. Dr. Talmage. 

TESTIMONY OF PROMINENT SPIRITUALISTS. 

Deeming it of importance to the full and complete presen- 
tation of this subject, that the testimony of some of the oldest 
and most highly respected investigators and advocates of 
Spiritualism in this country, should be included, I addressed 
to them the following questions. 


For how paz years have you taken an active interest 


in Spiritualiem 
2. Durin oat period, in how many instances have you 
go. Spiritualists to become insane? 
In how many of these cases, so far as you have knowl. 
oe; Hes was belief in Spiritualism the exciting cause of insanity ? 


Their replies, in substance, are as follows. Epes Sar- 
gent has given attention to spiritual phenomena for nearly 
thirty years; and says : 

“You ask in how many instances I have known Syirtantjots 
to become insane. | haveiknown but one instance. I have 


f such in the newspapers, but I have 
pra i g de "Senet I kaii i A be N 


aj be much to allay excitement, eden 
and t ns bends help to fo pre os 
t 
sadad eri the m arer p o 
ailin Daje Owen says: 


active interest in the matter ever p tag During that time I 


pa tooner ans (lark aea ted hand hie os 


do not recollect, among all my acquaintances, a single Spirit- 
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ualist who has become insane. I, myself, after a dangerous | 


illness in the summer of 1874, was during nearly two months 
insane. Cause insomnia and overtaxation of the brain. M 

family and Dr. Everts, superintendent of the hospital in whic 

I was, testify that the subject of Spiritualism did not occupy 
my thoughts, and.had- nothing to do with my malady. In the 
‘Debatable Land’ (pp. 523, 524.) | have given two examples, 
which came to my knowledge, of the cure by spiritual influ- 
ence of ‘insanity; one of the cases being of six years’ stand- 
ing. Since then a third case has come within my personal 
knowledge ; that of a mother who lost a favorite child by a 
sudden and terrible accideat,occurring almost under her eyes, 
and whose incipient insane symptoms were arrested, and 
she restored to her right mind, by communication from her 
child, embodying incontrovertible evidence of his identity.” 


Rev. Dr. Watson has taken an active interest in Spiritual 
ism for twenty-four years, and says 


“I have never personal'y known a single case of a Spirit- 
ualist becoming insane, I have been in the North Western 
states, by invitation to lecture, as far north as Minnesota, and 
have made inquiry, but have never been able to find a person 
who bas been made insane by a belief in Spiritualism. Yet 
those who oppose it continue to publish falsehoods in regard 
to this matter.” 


Hudson Tuttle hat devoted twenty-six years to the pro- 
mulgation of the truths of Spiritualism, and has no personal 
knowledge of any case where insanity was caused by it, but 
gives it as his opinion, that “religious excitement is a prolific 
cause, while Spiritualism leads directly away from insanity.” 

Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten says : 

“My connection with Spiritualism has extended overa 
period of eighteen years, and I have known of two instances 
where Spiritualists became.insane.” 


Prof. J. R. Bechanan says : 

“I have been interested in the spiritual phenomena many 
years; my first experiments having been performed in 1814. 
In the thirty-five years since I do not now recollect that any 
Spiritualists of my acquaintance have become insane, which 
is the more remarkable as the refined and spiritual tempera- 
ment which sympathizes with Spiritualism is of course more 
sensitive than a coarser organization of mind and body.” 


Prof. William Denton replies 


“I have taken an active interest in Spiritualism for about 
twenty-five years, yet during that time, although | have heard 
of persons becoming insane through Spiritualism, 1 have 
never 4nown of a single case.” 


Dr. J. M. Peebles writes : 


“For twenty-five years | have taken an active interest in 
Spiritualism, studying in America, and Europe, and witness- 
ing its various phenomena. During this time | have met with 
but three cases where pronounced Spiritualists have become 
insane, and in:ngither of these was the beliet in Spiritualism 
the producing cause of their insanity. In one of these cases, 
certain mental disturbances of a serious character were 
hereditary, and in the other casés the excitement was caused, 
and the self-balance evidently lost, by over taxation of the 
mind, nervous debility, and financial losses.” 


Allen Putnam for more than twenty-four years has believed 
in, and been a student of Spiritualism, and says : 


“One or two cases—! think not more than two—within my 
observation, have become insane where there seemed to be 
no obvious impropriety in ascribing their sad cbndition to the 
action of Spiritualism. .. . Had you inqairéd for my belief 
as to the number of nervous, irritable, Grspendings. obsessed 
persons, who have been saved by Spiritualism from falling 
into insanity, 1 could have said more than two dozen.” 


ven pag Davis has been actively interested in 
Spi for thirty years, and writes : 

“I can not truthfully say that I have knowledge of a single 
case, of what in my opinion was insanity, where Spiritualism 
was the real cause.” 

Henry J. Newton says : 


“Ihave been interested in Spiritualism twenty four 
ten years of which time I have been officially con with 


W. H. Harrison, one of the oldest, most able, and active 
Spiritualist in England, says in the London Spiritualist : 

“With all our long acquaintance with the movement we do 
not know of a single Spiritualist in Great Britian now inear- 
cerated tor insanity. 


CONCLUSION 
When a Catholic or Orthodox protestant becomes insane 


| his insanity—unless of a decidedly religious cast—is never 


attributed to the influence of his réligious belief, but if a 
Spiritualist happens, from one of the many exciting causes, 
to become insane, his insanity is at once, by most persons, 
ascribed to his belief in Spiritualism. 

“Spiritualism,” say they, “drives people to insanity—ergo— 
he being insane, and a Spiritualist, his belief is the cause of 
his insanity.” A false deduction from false premises, as the 
statistics of insanity in this country prove. 

The charge against Spiritualism of its tendency to unsettle 
the mind is nothing new. The same accusation has in all 
ages of the world been hurled against every reform move 
ment, and against every reformer, and even Jesus himseif did 
nct escape this charge, for it was said of him, “He hath a 
devil and is mad.” 

If Spiritualism were the successful recruiting agency for 
our insane asylums that persons of active imagination, like 
Dr. Forbes Winslow, and Rev. Talmage declare it to be, the 
physicians and managers of our institutions for the insane 
would be culpable, in the highest degree, for their failure to 
raise a warning voice against such aa efficient cause of insan 
ity, but while many other exciting causes of insanity are 
pointed out, and commented on, in their published reports, by 
the medical superintendents of the various asylums, so few 
are the cases originating ia this cause that in no single re 
port or letter, received by me, does it appear to have bees 
considered necessary to admonish the public against Spirit 
ualism as one ot these exciting causes. The number of 
cases are given without a word of comment. 

In the comparatively few instances ia which Spiritualists 
have, from some of the many exciting causes which produce 
insanity in others, become insane, I believe it would be diff 
cult to find a single case in which the insanity has been char 
acterized in any considerable degree, by the misery and des- 
pair of mind which so frequently are attendant upon those 
whose insanity is caused by religious excitement. While the 
terrifying and dismal hallucinations of various patients,insane 
from the latter, are minutely described, there is not in any of 
the published reports a single allusion to any similar hallucin- 
ation on the part of a patient in whose case Spiritualism is 
assigned as the cause. 

An intelligent belief in Spiritualism favors these conditions 
of mind and body upon whigh sanity depends. Being both a 
religion and a philosophy, it is based upon demonstration, 
which banishes all the terrors of false theology, by proving 
the falsity of endless or vindictive punishment, while at the 
same time it proves to the satisfaction of every earnest seek- 
er that there is a happier and better world, in which divine 
wisdom and love have made ample provision for the needs of 
every soul; where even the vilest outcast of earth shall, under 
the all-protecting care and guidance of the Father's infinite 
love, be ultimately exalted to companioaship with the purified 


| and blest. Strange indeed would it be if the belief in such a 


religion tended te insanity, and it shoul be a source of sat- 
isfaction and justifiable pride to every Spiritualist, to know 
that official statistics prove the calumay to be unfounded, and 
unjust. 


TO LECTURERS. 

LECTURERS and speakers oo Spiritualism and Spiritual 
mediums should read carefully our Important Proposition’ 
on page 215. They have abundant opportunities for obtain- 
ing subscribers to journals deyoted to the cause. Ministers 
in tu e various denominations are given Commissions [or their 
influence im extending the circulation of journals devoted to 
their interests, and they do not hesitate to speak from the 
pulpit for the purpose of advocating the necessity of sup- 
porting these papers. Should not lecturers on Spiritualism 
do the same, especially when we have only four or five 
Spiritual journals in the whole United States? We do not 
ask this service of them grefés but propose to give them a 

00 what new subcribers they obtain in this masser. 

ate convinced that Spiritualists will give us their eedorse- 
ment ia this respect. Who will be the first to ber? Any 
lecturer or mediom who desires a paper for his or ber own 
use can have it on special terms, by addressing the Pub 


lishers. 


` 
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Boston. — Readings and Discussions on Spiritual Science. | 


The announcement that Col. H. S. Olcott, the wellfknown 
Oceultist would be present last Sunday night to speak on the 
subject under discussion, created an unusual interest among 
the Aahifuees of these highly popular and instructive gather- 
i Mrs. Hardinge Britten gave an extended reading from 
“Art Magic,” on the subject of “Elementary spirits,” subject 
adjourned from the previous meeting. After a few pertinent 
remarks given in her usual strain of psychological impress 
she invited Col. Olcott to take the stand. This gentleman, in 
a short but very interesting address, gave a close summary of | 
the philo: y of Occultism. ending with the following start- 
ling propositions. He warned his hearers of the unreliability 
of spirit communications; reminded them that the philosophy, 
poetry, etc. claimed to be given under the influence of earths | 
“great exalted minds,” was one half of it sheer nonsense, un- 
worthy even of the most common place originators. Like the 
author of “Art Magic” he noticed the decidedly low tone of 
morals and manners that distinguishsd many of the professed 
media for human spirits, of the “highest” grades, and con- 
cluded by resolutely offering his belief that a large propor- 
tion of the communications attributed to the “dear departed” 
ones of earth were originated by the elementaries, also he 
added with considerable warmth and impressement, that he | 
clearly foresaw that the age would soen have to accept of 

itism as the only true solution of the problems that beset 
the ss of Spiritualism, or the phenomena and evidence 
totally die out. 

Mr. H. S.Williams,in a very clear,concise and well reasoned 
speech, took a decided tone of opposition to a belief in the 
doctrine of the Occultists, and pressed for evidence of their 
claims. aripa Wetherbee seee as usual to the general 
acceptance present, modifying each one’s opinions 
with an allowance of truth and ses bility for all. He ton- | 
cluded by stating that he had requested his next neighber to | 
pull bis coat-tail when his time for speaking was up. and that 
as his said coat-tail was just then pulled, he was under the } 
stern necessity of sitting down. Many persons present ex- | 

a that Mr. Wetherbee’s coat-tails had been 
a little later, and that many other speakers were at | 
pulled a sooner. 

Judge Ladd was the last speaker, and in his calm, logical | 
and impressive we adduced many arguments for his disbe- 
lief in the theory of Elementaries, at the same time that he 
concurred with other speakers in pg ty the deep 
importance of the subject; the value of t discussions, 

which all earnest thinkers will render both | 


promisjng to give a strange chapter 
on the Elementaries, derived in past from her own experience, 
next Sunday evening. 

Mrs. Clapp concluded the exercises of the evening by 
singing Longfellow's “Voices of the Night,” set to music by 
Emma Hardinge Britten, with such exquisite pathos and | 
poe mond intonation that the audience separated fairly | 

with the intellectual feast they had enjoyed. The | 
ten minute speeches and order of exercises which had been 
interrupted to make way for Col. Olcott of New York, the 
visitor of the evening, be resumed next Sunday, allowing 
all who wish to participate in the exercises a chance to do so. 

New 


Yeork.—Tests. --- Bishop again silenced by Foster. 
At the Conference of the New York Spiritualists, last Sun- 


day, Dr. White in the chair : 
The opening speec a gentlemam whose na did 
Paige Bagen L celebrated Schleswig- 
Holstein and we shall be pardoned if we fail to 
it stated its point to be the subject of tests ; Mr. 
cla aii a thi else -= = 
more an ; not anx 
to live hereafter ; science will yet determine of to-morrow 
Inside of 25 it will settle this question of immortality. 
Dr. Hallock said that this criticism. to which mediums and 
religion » is not course pursued not 
new. e can tell from just what the result will be. 


i 


their own or endure 

tbe of their . Itis the old, old 3 
There out barn, as we may say, a 
bright spirit came to him with directions how to rid of 
ee De peeeeee we. bat mmg hia and people's 
crops, aod driven off their cattle. wasa country 
map, and it seemed absurd that he could drive off this strong 
He asked for tests, just as we do. The fleece first to 
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“psyc ized,” as we would call it, and fled from a mere 
sound. We are but a small band yet, with the same class of 

attendants, yet our moral force is penetrating the pow- 
ers of the earth. y who do not ize this and oppose 
it will go down. It was Pharoah's inability to distinguish the 
real spirit power from the sham of his magicians, that cost 
him his own life and that of his army. It was the carpenter’s 
son, not even from the city, but from the country regions, 
who, carrying these gifts with him, and not understood by his 
people, had prophesied a city leit desolate; and from their 
want of perception, we have, to this day, the extraordinary 
spectacle of a nation without a territory. So much for the 
inability to distinguish and understand the laws of Spiritual- 
ism in the past. The laws have not changed. We have the 
same Spiritualism here to-day. They who will not use their 
ears and their eyes must go down as they of old. 

Mr. Charles Foster said he was present again to produce 
before this people, here, another manifestation of the power 
whieh acts through him, if Mr. Bishop, whom he noti was 
present, would dare undertake te do the same thing, and then 
explain how it was done. He wanted acts, not talk. He was 
willing that fifty names should be written on ballots, half of 
living and half of Seceased persons. The power which acts 
through him would select every deceased_person’s name from 
the whole without a single error. Mr. Bishop could not tell 
how this was done, neither could Mr. Heller, nor Mr. Hartz, 


| nor any other trickster, unless they said “Spiritualism.” Not 


one of them can do it. 

Some little disturbance here arose by reason of a person 
who, disclaiming being a Spiritualist, attempted to silence Mr. 
Foster. 

[It is noticeable that all disturbances which have ever 
occurred at these meetings have originated with aon-Spiritual- 
ists, who seem ignorant of the courtesy which permits their 
speaking. 

The S 
fer him to list. 


did not peep. The gauntlet was too heavy 
Will his coadjutors, Oliver W. Holmes, Drs. 
Bellows, Deems etc.. come to his rescue? The challenge is 
opèn to them all. They can bring all prestidigitateurs they 
can find to aid them. Foster's challenge covers the whole 
company. 

Mrs. Kern from California now took the platform and gave 
the names and descriptions of such spirits as she said she 
saw. In all cases where these were recognized she question- 
ed the parties as to their acquaintance with herself. This 
proceeding was quite satisfactory. Nearly all were entire 


strangers. 
Mrs. Maud Lord followed ina similar exhibition of her 


pe: Mrs. Lord’s stay in New York has won her many 
riends. Nearly all the most critical Spiritualists have been 
satisfied of her genuineness as a medium. 


FLUIDS. 
French writers have much to say about “fluids” in respect 
to their action upon matter and spirit. M, Toualer not loag 
ago recommended that this subject should be left entireiy to 
the physician, the chemist and physiologist; but the Reviewer 
thinks that the pAs/osephre and the morale, in which he limits 
the field of the investigation of Spiritualists, embrace the 
universality of the studies and comprise, ébove all, that of the 
fluids in virtue of the role assigned them in our actual organ- 
izations and in connection with our iadividual existence be- 
yond the tomb. Donde Vigneau has an article on the same 
subject in the latest Mexican Spiritual Journal (Illustracion) 
that has been received. 3 


A PSYCHOLOGICAL PERFORMANCE. 


“Little Louie” is the sobriquet of a nine year old child ex- 
hibiting at the Aquariym in London,who, according to several 
daily papers—Telegraph and News among others—has z 
knowledge of French, German, Greek, Hebrew, Hindostan ; 
the correct name uf every coin produced; of birds,fish, metals, 
materials, minerals, jewels; can act, sing, dance and play in- 
struments. One evening she gave the time of three watehes, 
all different. Her. astonisning acuteness is noticed and also 
familiarity with technical terms and geographical details. It 
is suggested that a confederate above the stage, with a tele, 
scope magnifying about 20 diameters, sees what is in the 
Professor’s hand and shan Sapemnen inp ARRS 
speaking tube which passes up through the sofa-leg. is 
alittlé more simple and comprehensive than the New York 
theory of a code of signals, in explanation of a similar ex- 
hibition in that city. 


Da. OmSBEE, the healer, now in South Bend, Ind., will be 
in Elkbart, same state, from 25 inst. to March 1; Fort Wayne 
from March 2 to March to. 


SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST. 


HOW TO FORM A “CIECIE 
It is calculated that one person in every seves 
might become a medium 7 eaves the proper com 


ditions. The thousands ipiritualists have, in most | 
ge arrived at their conclusions by agencies estab 


Inquirere into Spiritualism should begin by 


forming 
@pirut circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist 
oF jonal medium present. Should gaps be 
oltained on the first occasion, try again with other sit 
tets. One or more persons possessing medial powers 
without knowing it are to be found im nearly every 
household. 


t. Let the room be of a comfortable temperature. 
but cool rather than warm—let a ments be made 
that nobody shall enter it, and that there shall be ne 
interruption for one hour during the sitting of the cir 
cle. 
a. Let the circle consist of from three or five tw tes 
individuals, about the same number of each sex. Sit 
suund am.upcovered wooden table, with all the ms 
of the hands og its top surface, Whether the 
touch each other or not is usually of no importance. 
Any table will do, just la enough to conveniently 
accommodate the sitters. The removal of a hand from 
the table for a few seconds does no harm; but whes 
one of the sitters breaks the circle by leaving the table, 
it sometimes, but not always, ver) comsuderably delays 


the manifestations. 

3- Before the sitting ins, place some pointed lead 
pencils and some sheets of clean writing paper on the 
table, to write dowa any communication that may be 
obtained. > 

4. People who do not like each other should not sn 
in the same oe such a want md tends 
to prevent mahifestations, except with well-deve! 
physical mediums: it is not yet known why. Be 
= ery tod -= a na weaken! eee 
an ac against t a ag in 

5. Before the manifestations begia, it is well to en- 

in general conversation or in singing, and it is 
that neither should be of a frivolous nature. A 
payor. earnest feeling among the members of the 
circle gives the higher spirits more power to come te 


the circle, and more difficul for the lower 
spirits to get near. 

6. The first sym; of the invisible power at work | 
is often a feeling like a cvol wind sweeping over the 
hands The frst manifestations will probably be 


table tiltings or raps. 

7- When motions of the table or sounds are pro 
duced freely, to avoid confusion, let one person only 
speak, and talk to the table as to an intelligent be 
ing. Let bin tell the table that three tilts or rape 
mean “Yes,” one means “No,” and two meas 
” Doubtful,” and ask whether the arrangement is 
understood. 
say, “If I speak the letters of the alphabet slowly 
wil you signal every time I come to the letter you 
want, and spell us out a message?" Should three 
signals be given, set to work on the plan \ 
and from fis time an intelligent system of communi 
cation is established, 

&. Afterwards the question should be put, “ Ar 
we sitting in the right order to get the best manifesta- 
tions?" Probably some mem of the circle wid 
then be told to change seats with each other, and the 
signals will be afterwards strengthened. Neat ask, 

Who is the medium?" When spirits come assert 
ing themselves to be related or known to anybody 
present, well-chosen questions should bo put to test 
the accuracy of the statements, as spirits owt of the 
budy have all the virtues and all the failings of spirit 
" the body 
>. A powerful physical medium is usually a person 
of an impulsive, affo tionate, ang genial nature, and 
very sensitive to mesmerie influences, The majeviry 
of media are ladies 


The best maw? —.+ sas are obtained wheta the me 
dium and all th ne of the Ceo gd are stron h 
bound together the affections, and aret y 
comfortable and arp i the ~ Liga a 
of the spirit, and shrink somewhat from the lowe: 
menral uesces of =~ - o Aa with oo 
strangers present, are usually t - 

If the crcle is composed of persons with suitable 
temperaments, manifestations will take place read 
ily ; if the contrary be the case, much perseverance 
wit be necessary. 

Possibly at the first sitting of a circle symptoms of 


other forms of mediumship thas tits or mps may | 


make tbeir appearance 


SPIRITUALISM. 


Written for the Somerville Citizen by an Investigator 


‘ PAPER WO. 10. 

That na evidence can be given of a 
character to satisfy the sceptical that 
what is claimed as spirit communion is 
so in reality, is often claimed, and may 
bein part admitted 4 but if dot spirit, 
then it would beweh to, know what it 
really is. Mind reading has been proved 
to be a possible accomplishment in a 

* few instances, but mind reading will not 
account for one-tenth part of the real 
phenomena called Spiritualism. Mes- 
merism or psychology is credited with 
some of the wonderful doings, but mes- 
merism could not be practised so as to 
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affect a large number of people at one 
time, and induce them to believe that 
they saw faces and hands, heard music, 
and saw the medium lifted up bodily over 
their heads, without contact with any 
visible person or thing. It would be 
well-nigh impossible to mesmerize a com- 
pany of people so that they would see, 
feel and hear a table or piano rise from 
the floor, sway back and forth, and settle 
down again in its original place—and 
confirmed sceptics have testified to see- 
ing that done. 

A young lady friend of mine will hold 


| knows that a knowledge of foreign lan- 
guages, of music and of painting are 
acquired only by leng and hard study. 
Mrs. Lutie Blair, a one-armed lady me 
‘dium, will while sec urely blindfolded, 
paint beautiful pictures, and no matter 
how the color cups are changed or mixed 
up, will pick out unerring!y and unhesi- 
tatingly the exact shade and color she 
wants, This will be said to be clairvoy- 
ance; but whats clairvoyance? Tosee 
without eyes. Whatsees? Is itnot the 
inner consciousness, the spirit or soul ? 
If, then, the soul can act and operate 
independent of the organs of sense, go 


| about 45 degrees, yet lead-pencils and 


If three signals be given in answer, thes | 


a guitar by the neck with one hand, and 


let the body of it under the table, and the | outside of the body to see or hear, to 
strings will be swept and tunes piĉked | what extent can it see and ‘hear? Can 


out on it while she thus holds it; her 


hand in plain sight and not moving. A 
i g g 


gentleman friend was one of four who rily or permanently? 
communicate with them ? 


mounted ona piano aad without other 
contact save the medium’s hand resting 


on it, it arose and balanced in the air 


it cognize other souls or spirits which 
may be also disembodied either tempora- 


li so, can it 


These are questions which follow each 


other in regular sequence, and are ques- 


more than eighteen inches above the | tions which the sceptic should be prepar 


floor 
that the surface described an angle of 


paper and even goblets of water on the 


| tables have not been disturbed. 


All the exposers of Spiritualism who 
have themselves usually exhibited as 
mediums at some time, while professing 
to show how these things are done, and 
claiming the power to reproduce by 
| sleight-of-hand any of the manifestations, 

shun those parts of the programme and 

neither attempt to explain or show how 
| they could be accomplished under ordi- 
nary test conditions. 

W. Irving Bishop, who exhidited in 
Boston recently, and who loudly declares 
his ability to reproduce any phenomena 
under the same conditions as any medi- | 
um, was challenged in a puclic meeting 
in New York, about two weeks ago, to| 
reproduce a test given before the audi | 
ence by Charles H. Foster, He backed 
out on the flimsy pretext that he did not 
want to do it on Sunday, but offered to 
make a bet of $100 that he could do it at | 
We admire the young man’s 
conscientiousness which allowed him to 
attend a spiritualist meeting on Sunday 
and to offer to make a bet, but would not 
permit him to confound the Spiritualists 
and win them from the error of their 
ways, by showing that the “test” was not 
| due’ to spirit power, but simply a trick by 

which they were deceived. A discrimi | 
nating conscience, truly. 

Again, we have seen a good deal of 
psychology, but doubt if subjects cae be 
psychologited to such ah extent a8 tj 
enable them to write in a language for-| 
| eign to them,, ihat, without their | 
knowing or the audiene@ seeing any otb- | 
er evidence of a psychological condition 
than that given in the writing. i 

It must be a wonderfully strong psy» 
chological power whigh would epable a 
child who had never learned music to sit 
| down at a piano and play Gdrrectly some 
| of the finest passages from the great 

masters of 


his rooms. 


HENRY F. MILLER. 


Tables have been seen to tip so ed to answer before he enters a denial of 
the existence or possibility of spirit com- 
Í munion. 
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